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Mesopotamia and which are described by Procopins, who
wrote in the sixth century.
Of late, German scholars have published some very
interesting remains of Christian architecture and other
arts discovered by them along the line of the Baghdad
railway. The unexplored parts of the country are un-
doubtedly full of such remains, for much of northern
Mesopotamia is almost a desert and is quite uninhabited.
Our estimate of the importance of Syrian archaeology
is derived principally from four main sources: the Baby-
lonian, Egyptian and Assyrian records, and the Old Tes-
tament. Even before 2650 b.c. the Babylonians knew all
of Syria, and their records mention places some of which
can be recognized. Egyptian records of about 2000 b.c.
depict Palestine as a fruitful and prosperous country, and
show that not only did Egyptian merchants visit Syria
but that Syrian traders came to Egypt. On the pylons
of the temple at Karnak is a list dating from the Eight-
eenth Dynasty (approximately 1500 b.c.) which men-
tions 119 Syrian towns many of which can be identified.
These towns are mentioned as having sent envoys to the
victorious Pharaoh bringing as tribute among other
things, gold and silver vessels, inlaid furniture, and
embroidered garments. The Tel el-Amarna letters (aj>
proximately 1400 b.c.), though addressed to the Egyptian
king and written in the Babylonian script are actually
derived from native sources. They name about 150 cities
and towns, 100 of which are to be identified with modern
sites from Aleppo in the north to Jerusalem, and from
Tyre and Sidon to Damascus.
The Old Testament serves its most useful historical
purpose as a source of information for the period after
1200 b.c.- at which point the Egyptian records cease,—the
period of the Judges and the Kings. These Biblical rec-
ords have to do chiefly, with the history of the Hebrews.
From the ninth century to 625 b.c. the Assyrian records

